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pey fares back to the Old World than to
keep people on our Charities Department,
possibly for years.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.
]
House adjourned at 11 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

LEAVE QOF ABBENCE.

On wmotion by Hon. J. R. Brown, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to the Hon. T. Moore (Central) on
the ground of urgent private husiness.

MOTION—RAILWAY DINING CARS.

HON. A. LOVEEKIN
[435]): I move—

That the present system of leasing the
dining ears on the railways, especially on the
Goldfields line, is detrimental to the best in-
terests of the State, and should be immediately
altered or revised.

(Metropolitan})

I submit this motion to the House because
of a number of complaints and adverse
comments that have been made for some
time past as to the meals and fruit obtain-
able on the Goldfields trains. As members
know, the Goldfields service carries quite a
number of visitors to this State, and it seems
to me that we should equip the train as
well as possible with the produets of the
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State. We bad an instanee only the other
day of one of the delegates to the Imperial
Press Congress who, when coming down
by the train, remarked facetiously, “I
thought this was a good fruitgrowing coun-
tey.” 1 said, “It is a good fruitgrowing
country.” THe replied, “I suppose Jou ex-
port all that is of any value and you your-
selves eat the windfalls” He was refer-
ring to the quality of fruit placed on the
table of the dining ear. Members who use
that and other railway services know well
the miserable fruit provided in a eountry
that ought to ad.ertise by every possible
means ifs eapacity to grow excellent fruit.
1 have tabled the motion to direct attention
to the matter in the hope that this state
of affairs may be remedied. The Chief
Seeretary, in reply to a question I put the
cther day, informed me that the Railway
Department received £100 per annum from
the lessee for the right of conducting the
refreshment ear from Kalgoorlie to South-
ern Cross. That £100 has to come out of
something, and it comes out of the food,
thus giving the State a bad advertisement
while proving of very little benefit to the
Railway Department. On the whole service,
according to the reply of the Chief Secre-
tary, the Government receive £1,250 10s.
per annum. All that money has to be made
out of the food and fruit partaken of in
the dining and Luffet cars, and the revenue
benelits the department very little as eom-
pared with the bad advertisement it gives
to the State. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways should endeavour to improve the ser-
viee.

Hon. A. Burvill: Then vou believe in
State trading!

Hon. A. ILOVEKIN: I have moved the
motion merely in order to direet attention
to the matter.

HON. J. COBNELL (South) [438] I
could have wished that Mr. Lovekin had in-
cluded in the motion that all papers relat-
ing to the lcasing of railway dining cars
and refreshment rooms to the present con-
tractor be laid upon the Table. T hope the
Minister will table the papers. There are
rumours abroad that are anything but
savoury regarding the way in which the
Present contractor secured his contract, I
am given to understand on reliable antbority
that hetter offers were made by other ten-
devers, Tt is well known that the contract
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was taken from the previous -contractor,
Mr. Dungey, on the ground, I understand,
of complaints having been made by the
fravelling publie.  Anyone who has pat-
ronised the dining cars during Mr. Dun-
gey’s time and under the presen{ eontractor
can come to no other conelusion than that
instead of it Leing a change for the hetter,
it has been an absolute change for the
worse. There is another difference: Mr.
Dungey was nol permitted to charge for
returns, but the present contractor had not
been operating long before he did charge
tor returns. Members will agree that the
necessity for asking for a return frequently
arises from faunlt in ¢he original serve. 1
recently covered 21,000 miles of railway
travelling, and the only instance where there
was room for enmplaint was in Tespect of
our own dining ears. T fravelled through
four States and two different countries.
The first meal T had on the Kalgoorlie din-
ing car was breakfast. The meat T could
not eat, and when T ordered bacon and eggs
the eggs were certainly old-fashioned. In
fact they must have heen relics of a very
old time, and I should not like them to be
handy when an electioneering meeting was
on. The butter was no better. In a coun-
try of primary production, there is no occa-
sion to zerve rubbish, especially in view of
the prices charged. This can be done for
only one purpose, namely, profit for the
individnal running the service and regard-
less of consideration for the damage done
to the State. If there is one instrumentality
that we ought to insist on being up to stand-
ard, it is that of the railway refreshment

rooms and dining cars. The public
are always prepared to pay for a
reasonable and wholesome service. Mr.

Lovekin has mentioned that people who
travel the world patronise the Kalgoorlie
train. Tt is said that the best waytogetat a
man is throngh his stomach, and certainiy
the surest wav to create a favourable im-
pression on a visitor is through his stomach.
Men who travel the world have wide ex-
perience of railway dining ears, bt I think
the conclusion of any one of them wounld
agree with mine, that of all the dining cars,
ours are the worst. For a lower price the
Vietorian dining ears provide second-class
passengers with a better meal then is avail-
able on our cars. People have a deeided
ohjection to paying for what they do mot
zet, or tn being given what they cannot eat.
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The trans-Australtan dining car may fairly
be quoted for purposes of comparison, I
have it on the authority of a responsible
ufficer of the Commonwealth Railways that
the trans-Australian dining ear does pay.
)ne hears expressions of opinion from men
who bave travelled the world to the effect
that the serviee given on the trans-Austra-
lian dining car compares favourably with
4any other service of the kind. The bill of
fare is mot elaborate, but the food is good,
wholesome, well-cooked, and well served. The
staff on the trans-Australian train have held
their positions for a considerable time. On
tke frans-Australian car a (raveller receives
the following for 18s.: Leaving Pertk to-
night, he reaches Kalgoorlie to-morrow,
and then has on the trans-Australian train
ufternoon tea and dinner. On the next day
he bas morning tea, breakfast, lunch, after-
noon tea, and dirner, with black coffee served
in the lounge ear. @etting into Port Au-
gusta at 3 o’clock, he has morning tea and
breakfast on the trans-Aunstralian train. All
those meals are supplied for 18s. On the Kal-
goorlie express the cost of the same meals
would be at least 30 per cent. more, and
the wholesomeness would be about 100 per
cent. less, I have nothing derogstory to say
of the present eontractor. On his own show-
ing, however, the service has gone back from
what it was under his predecessor, Com-
plaints are not isolated; they are general.
I think every member of Parliament who
{ravels on that train comes to the same con-
clusion as has been reached by me and by
travellers geperally. I itrust that investiga-
tion will be made and the service cleaned
np. If the problem is tackled seriously,
there will be adequate retnrns from the ser-
vice. On the Kalgoorlie express I prefer to
have a cup of tea and a sandwich at a sid-
ing ratber than go into the diningroom and
pay for something I do not get.

HON. J M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan} [4.49]: I feel mueh sympathy for
Mr. Lovekin's motion, and hope that some-
thing will be done to improve the conditions
on the dining ear. Tt is true that the serviee
{here compares unfavourably with that on
the dining ecars of other States; and I know
what I am talking about as regards food-
staffs. The Victorian service is much better,
but not. as stated by Mr. Cornell, lower in
price. The Vietorian prices are a little
higher, hut much hetter valne is given. Tn
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Victoria the charge is 3s. fid. for breakfast
and luuch, and 4s. for ainner.

Mr. Lovekin: Mr. Cornell was referring
to the second class.

Mr. MACFARLANE: Western Australia
eharges 2s. 6d. for breakfast and 3s. 6d. for
the other meals.

Hon, J. Cornell:
breakfast.

Mr. MACFARLANE: In my desire to
supply the dining ecar with foodstuffs, T
have found that standard quality foods are
not bought by the caterer in all cases. Trav-
ellers on the train, knowing that I am in-
terested in the manufacture of loeal buiter,
have turned round to me and said, “Ts this
your local butter?’ In some cases I have
known that it was not local butter, but when
it was local butter it was not the choicest
line. Now, our choicest lines should ap-
pear on the tables of the dining car, because
the Bastern Goldfields line is largely wsed by
oversea travellers. As regards fruit, thereis
at present some excuse for not having the
finest display on the table, as fruits are out
of season; but sometbing better eonld be
done than is being done. TUnder the pre-
vious caterer one liad the privilege of taking
a hamper or going without food between
here and Kalgoorlie; but now the tacties of
the Commissioner of Railways, who I am
sure is acting in conjunction with the pre-
sent caterer, are fto make one pay for

The charge is 3s. for

@)l these meals if one is a trans-
Australian  traveller, whether one eats
the meals or mnot. The cost of
the menls is charged for in the fare. The

other day a friend of mine, who was book-
ing seats for itwo ladies, got wroth about
this, beeanse he had a hamper. Eventually
he told the Railway Department that he
wonld make them a present of the meals.

Hon. J. Cornell: That i1s a new thing,
put np by the present Commissioner.

Hon. J. M. MACFPARLANE: 1 is a re-
cent ruling. All the blame, however, can-
not be put on the caterer. The administra-
tion of the Railway Department mean to
grab the last cent from every contractor.
By competition the cost of the contract is
made so high that the caterer has not an
adequate margin. The matter should be
regarded from the aspect of advertising the
State, and the caterer should not be ground
down fo the lowest point. The menu put
on should be such as will be a good adver-
tisement for Western Australia.  There
should be co-operation between the caterer,
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whoever he may be, and the Commissioner
of Railways towards that end. I would
rather see the eaterer do well and give the
publie a really good service.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East) [4.55] I
wish te add my qnota in support of the
motion. For some considerable time those
who have been under the necessity of travel-
ling on the Eastern Goldfields line have not
received the satisfaction they consider shonld
come from the service of the caterer. I
can endorse whai has been said about the
Tastern States. It must be borne in mind
that nearly all persons entering Western
Australia from the Tast receive their first
impressions of the prodncts of this State
from what is paf on the table on the train
between Kalgoorlie and Perth. I have
often heard Eastern travellers remark that
neither the meals nor the produce are up to
standard, and that if they are a fair sample
Western Australia’s produets must be poor.
Mr. Macfarlane has drawn aftention to
that aspect,  Buiter and fruit especially
are not np to standard. Even when fruit
15 in season, the supplies of it placed on
the table in the Kalgoorlie express are not
worthy of Western Australia. As a resuli,
nnfavourable impressions are derived hy
people enfering this State for the first time.

Hon, V. Hamersley: Do the Common-
wealth Railway Department geb their sup-
plies from Western Ausiralia?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: T cannot say.
Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: They get most
of their supplies from South Australia.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: In any case,
I am of opinion that the meals provided on
the Eastern Goldfields line have greatly de-
teriorated within the last few years.

HON. E. H HARRIS (North-East)
{457]): As one who has travelled vp and
down the Eastern Goldfields line twice a
week for two years, I shall no doubt be
permitted by Mr. Lovekin to express an
opinion regarding the system that prevails
on the dining car. I think it would have
been better had we first called for a copy
of the form of tender, so that we might be
well acquainied with the details of the mat-
fer before discussing it at length. I believe
that tenders are called, and that at present
the whole of the catering on the Eastern
Goldfields line is done by one man. I faijl to
see that there is much difference between
the quality of what is put on the table now
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and what was put on by the former con-
tractor, or, beforc his time, by the Govern-
ment. When the present contract was let,
the disecovery that charges had been altered
on some parts of the line created public in-
terest; and the local bodies on the gold-
fields called on the member for the distriet
to make inquiries inte the matter. He in-
formed them that the charges at the gold-
fields end remained as before, and that at
this end of the line the charges had been
reduced. The traveller on the goldfields
end of the line is now called upon to pay
exaetly the same charges as before, exeept
that the contractor has the right to charge
for returns. In many cases this means an
increased charge, the travellers being hun-
gry.  Under the previous contractor the
price at the goldfields end was the same as
now, and there was no extra charge for re-
turns. The class of fruit is the same as
the class of edibles and drinkables, which
are not of a very high standard. I do not
say that derogatorily to the contractor.
Stitl, the standard is not so high as in the
Eastern States. The slightly higher charges
made in the East are in the interests of
everyone who travels, In 99 cases out of
100 travellers on the railways of the East-
ern States are perfectly satisfied with what
is put before them. To judge by ex-
pressions of opinion from Eastern travellers
on the goldfields line, suech is not the case
there.

HON. A. LOVEEIN (in explanation): I
would lJike to say a few words in
veferencee to fruit. I have been in-
formed that some time ago the Fruit-
growers’ Associalion were dissatisfied with
the class of fruit sold on the rail-
way stations, and that after some lengthy
negotiations and after overcoming much op-
position on the part of the authorities, they
were allowed to supply the railway stalls
with decent fruil. I was on the Perth rail-
way station the other evening, and ean cer-
tify that really first class fruit is obiain-
able there. 1t seems to me that if the Fruit-
growers’ Association would take in hand
the snpplying of the trains as well, it would
make very little difference to them and would
do much good to the State. I throw out
that suggestion.

On motion by the Clicef Secretary, dehate
adjourned.
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BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
In Commitiee,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2-—Amendmnent of Section 103:

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The clause as
it stands does nat go quite far enough and
the addition of several words will make the
position perfectly clear. 1 move an amend-
ment—

That in line five, after ‘‘applicant,’’ the
words ‘‘or his predecessor in title’’ be added.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES : The words will im-
prove the clanse, The amendment contained
in the clause is long overdue and I thank
the CGovernment for rectifying the existing
position. In the early days, before any sur-
veys were made, pioneers went out and put
up their fences, and at a later stage it was
not found possible to bring the boundaries
of the leases within the four corners of the
improvemunts. Avarieious people who came
along claimed the improvements that had
been effected by the original holders. TUn-
der the Bill it will be possible for those who
pionecred the country and carried out im-
provements, to reap the advantage of their
work, If those who come along desire the
possession of those improvements, they must
be prepared to pay for them.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, os
amended, agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendinent.

BILL—NEWCASTLE SUBUREAN LOT
58,

In Commiltee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Revesting of land:

The CHIEF SECRETARY : At the second
reading stage Mr. Nicholson questioned
whether the Bill was sufficiently explicit in
the direetion of conveying the land to the
new trustees for the purpose set forth in the
schedule. I brought the matter under the
notice of the Solicitor General, and he has
written—

The new trustees necessarily will hold on
the same trust with the former trustees. If
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the House desires, these words may be added
to the clause, ‘‘for the purpose of the trust as
stated in the schedule.’’
Tn order to make assurance doubly sure 1
move an amendmeni—

That the following words be added to the
clauge:—'‘for the purpose of the trust as set
out in the schedule.’’

Hon. J. Nicholson: That will make the
position quite eclear.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL—LAND DRAINAGE.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. ROSE (South-West) [5.10]:
The Bill is long overdue; it has been re-
quired for many years thronghout the Soutb-
West agricuitural areas. I therefore com-
pliment the Government on having intro-
duced it. Although it is not exaetly what
we would wish to see, it may be possible to
improve it when it reaches the Committee
stage. One has only to travel from Fre-
mantle to Bunbury, and on to Albany, to
see the great area of land that has not been
brought nnder production.  Many people
are under the impression that the land is
not worth eultivating; but I assure the House
fthat in the terrifory that will be affected
by the Bill we have some of the finest mixed
farming land in Western Australia. Tt is
all lying idle now because of the heavy rain-
fall and the absence of anything in the way
of drainage. The Bill will give the Govern-
ment power to construet drains threughout
the Sounth-West without fear of being suned
for damages by owners of the property. lt
will give power to the Government to de-
clare drainage areas and drainage boards.
The land is capable of carrying thousands
of dairy farms whiech should be pro-

ducing all that we now import from the .

Eastern States. We are importing no less
than half a million pounds’ worth of bulter
alone from the Eastern States annually. 1
hope that when drainage operations are
commenced the scheme o be carried out will
be a comprehensive one, and that all the
main drains will be looked upon as national
drains. The rivers and watercourses have
to be opened up and it would be unfur
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to the holders of land in those distriets if
ihey were detnted with the cost of the main
channels. e have only to see what has
already been done in the way of draining
some of these areas to realise bhe advantage
of carrymg out the work on a big scale. In
the past the Goverument started a1 the wrong
end with their drainsge works; instead of
starting at the outlet, and giving the water
an opportunity to get away to¢ the ocean,
they started at the top end and dhd damage,
in many instances, instead of providing bene-
fits. We have only to look at the recent
arbitration matter in connection witk Ben-
ger swamp. The Government started a
drain to intercept the water from the gul-
lies with the intention of running it into
the river. They started at the top end, and
ran 4 eertawn dislunce until (he water reached
the smaller private drains. When the first
heavy ruains came, the lower drains were not
hig enough to earry off the water. The coun-
try therefore flooded, the water burst
through the drains, and the vrups of vhe set-
tlers were ruined. I do not know whose
fault it was, bul someone was to blame.
We have not heard how the matter was set-
tled. I hope that the Covernment, when
undertaking new schemes, will start at the
bottom end and allow plenty of room for
water to be carried away to the vcean be-
tore they reach the top end. If this is not
done, the same thing will occur as occurred
at Benger, and it will be the same thing as
occurred at Busselton near Wonnerup. Rivers
linve been cleaned out and straightened, with
the result that the water is now flooding
thousands of acres of country on which
there was no water previously. The same
thing applies to the Albany district. At
Herdsman’s Lake, owing to the swamping
of the country the Government have had
to carry out an extensive drainage scheme
at a cost ¢f about £90,060. Land arcund
Fremantle, Bunbury, Geraldton and Albany
which is now wet and low-lying, can be
brought into a produetive state. It is country
that is admirably suited for closer settlement,
for dairy farming, pig raising, ete, if it
is properly havdled. The grasses that one
sces when going through the cultivated land
will convince one what the counbry is eapu-
able of carrying, The whole of it is capable
of carrying a tremewdous lot of stock. If
the land is used only for dairving, the ex-
penditure by the Government, in opening
up main channels so that the settlers cau
drain their land into themn, will be money
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well spent. The Harvey is another object
lesson of what is being done in the way of
drainage. These main channels should not
be debited up to the farmer. They sbould
be looked upon as main arteries just as our
rajlways and onr Kalgoorlie water scheme
are regarded. Where the main pipe line runs
through the different properties it is mot
charged up to the farmers, and only where
swnaller pipes ave run out into the agrienl-
tural areas have the tarmaers to pay for themw.
A ebarge of 2s. in the pound as a maximum
is rather high, especially when tLe other
taxes the farmer has to pay are added to
it. Very often the maximum charge becomes
the only charge that is made. Farmers have
to pay road bhoard taxes, land tax, taxes
under the Health Act and under the Drainage
Aect.  All this legistation makes the tax very
heavy, and leaves little or no profit tu the
farmer who has to work long hours in order
Lo support his tamily. The road board rates
are only 3d. in the pound, but there is such
a multiplicity of taxes that the Government
should in this case fix a maximum rate far
below that which is set down. The Govern-
went should take into consideratiou the
nature of the country that is to derive a
benefit from these drains. They could well
study the New Zenland Ack, whieh applies
particnlarly to Western Australia because
of the wet nature of the land to be dealt
with. There is a bheavy rainfall both in
New Zealund and the South-West. They
would find that the New Zenland Act dif-
ferentintes between different classes of land,
and makes allowances for the benefits that
are to derived from these drains. There
are three or four different charges. BSome
of the land may be worthless without a drain,
but when it is drained, say, in the case
of our swamps, it becomes worth £40 or £50
an aere. Other land. however, would pro-
bably not benefit to the exlent of more than
two or three shillings an acre. This factor
should be taken into consideration when the
rates are levied. T agree with the Rill re-
garding the appointment of boards. It is
necessary that the matter should he under
the control of boards. T also agree that the
Governor in Couneil should have power to
declare drainage areas, and to increase or
reduce the size of such areas as may be
thought fit.  The South-West will henefit
more from this Bill than any other part of
the State. Between Fremantle and Albany
the conntry is wet, and there is a heavy rain-
fall. There are, however, very few outlef<
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for the water. lIn conjunction with this Bill
1 shonld have liked to see an irrigation scheme
dealt with. In the long, dry summers the
land could be irrigated and summer
fodders of every deseription could be grown.
If our rivers eonld be harnessed they would
provide suflicient water for the irrigation of
thousands of acres of first-class land. We
know what is being done elsewhere by irri-
gation, and what benefits bave accrned from
such works. | have always advocated a com-
prehensive drainage scheme, and have sup-
ported the closer settlement measures for
that reason. The Uovernment could go in
for a laree scheme without any fear of
trouble from the owners of the land. The
Bill provides that the Government shall not
be muleted in any money for damapes that
may oceur through the building of large
drains. ! compliment the Government upon
introducing this Bill, which is long overdue.
We shall not do anyv good with the South-
West until sehemes of this description have
been put into operation. I have much plea-
sure in suppotrfing the second reading.

HON. J, J. HOLMES (North) [5.24] :
There are one or two points that members
should consider in dealing with this Bill
The first is that raised by Mr. Rose, in re-
ference to the drains being begun at the
wrong end, at the fop instead of at the bot-
tom. 1 do not know whether that was the
fault of previous Governments or of de-
partmental engineers. It may have been the
result of politieal motive o1 it may be the
fanlt of the officers. 1 am inelined to think
the trouble is that tnere is a range of sand-
hills between the sea and these swamps. The
sandhills keer the sea back on the one side,
and keep the water back on the other. If a
beginning were made at the bottom end, I
understand this would let the sea into the
swamps, instead of the swamp water flow-
ing into the sea. This arises from the
fact that many of the swamps are helow sea
level. Tt is a diffieult matter to drain coun-
trv like that. Tf the difficulty has been par-
tially overcome by starting st the top end
and sending the water down to the lower
levels, it is all right for some people, buf it
is pretty bad for the man below. Many of
these drains are below sea level. 1 do not
want to see any engineer or any person with
a political axe to grind starting a drain
either at the top end or at the bhoitom unless
the work is to be a success. Another ques-
tien raied by Mr. Rose is, who shall pay
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for these main drains? The hon. member
secms to think it should be a national charge.
1 think that when a drain travels through
Crown land it should be a national charge,
but when it passes through privately owned
land, and ihe result of the main drain is to
turn that land from a marsh into firsi-class
land, the owner should pay.

Hon. A. Burvill: e has to put the subsi-
diary drains in.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: As things ave, the
land would be no good to him. If the Gov-
ernment converts marshy land into first-class
land, and creates a valuable asset for the
owner, he should at all events pay some pro-
portion of the cost of the main drains. Mr.
Rose does not seem to think there should be
any claim for compensation for damages,
I cannot agree with that. If through the
faunlt of the engineer, or the fault of some-
one else, or through instrnctions given by
the Minister, a drain is started at the top
end, and it sends the water down upon the
settlers below——

Hon. E. Rose: T do not mean that.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: And the seitler be-
low suffers damage, the Government should
be responsible for it. I do not know whether
the Rill provides that the Government are
going to rate everything within a given area,
or whether the rating will be on a more
equitable basis so that the rates shall be
paid only by the people whose land is im-
proved. It does not seem equitable that {he
man whoe does not require to have his land
drained, or has none that is worth draining,
should pay the same as the other man.

The Chief Secretary: That is the prin-
ciple.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: He should not be
asked to pay. A lot of the South-West can
be drained and has been drained. There is
no doubt about the possibilities of that por-
tion of the State. Since group settlement
was started 1 have made it my business to
go round the South-West as often as pos-
sible, generally in the company of depart-
mental officers. There is better land there
than I ever dreamed of. There is a wonder-
ful future before the south. As I said in
connection with another Bill, the trouble is
that we are trying to pul a square peg into
a round hole. We have a certain elass of
men who do not know their jobs. The eon-
troller of group settlement said that a good
man would sneceed on inferior land, but that
a man who did not understand his job would
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fail on the best of land. He was asked how
he proposed to spoon-feed these people inte
prosperity, and the only answer he could
give was, “I did not bring them to the coun-
try. The policy of the Government was to
bring them here, and I have to do the best
I can with the material I have 1 do not
want hon. members to think that beeause
there may be a lot of failures there, and theve
are bound to be failures, that it is the fault
of the land. The failures will be the resalt
of putting reund pegs into square holes, or,
to pnt it another way, puiting the wrong
class of people on the right class of land.
I support the second reading of the Bill.

On motion by Hon. A. Burvill debate ad-
journed,

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commitiee,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Chief Seeretary in charge of the Bill,

Clause I—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 4 of
principal Act:

_Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I move an
amendment—

That in line five of Subelanse (1), the words

““and also any club, employing one or more
workers’’ be struck out.
T regret that an effort has been made o in-
clude cfuns within the defipition of “em-
ployer.” Club cmployees are not in the
same position as hotel employees. There are
various forms of eclubs, ineluding social
elubs and sueh elubs as those concerned with
tennis, golf, and so on. Those eluhg employ
assistants and T do not think it is necessary
for them to be ineluded within the seope
of the Bill. As to residential clubs, they
come within the same category as a per-
son’s private home, and the employees of
those elubs do not ecome into contaet with
the public as they do when employed in
hotels, which are open to the publiec. Tt
would be a direet interference with the
homelife of elub members, if the seeretary
of a union or his nominees were given the
right of entry at any time.

Hon. W, H, Kitson: What are you afraid
of

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Interference on
the part of union officials in my private
home,
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Hon. W. H. Kitson: We are not speaking
about yoor home.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Yes we are. My
ciub 15 my howe. -

Hon. E. H. Gray: If you lived in an
botel, if would be the same thing.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is a different posi-
tivn altogether,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: A servant in an
hotel iz not my servant if I stay there
Everyone has a right to go into an hotel,
which is a public place. I wonld have no
control vver an hotel servant.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Nor have you any con-
trol in a clnb.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Undoubtedly I
have. There i a great distinction between
the Iwo }.ositions and the employees of a
club recognise it. When we remember what
happened in connection with public eating
honses some little time back angd the actions
of a union secrerary, it can be understood
why such a thing is not desired in connee-
tion with elubs. 1f that sort of thing were
attempied, there would soon he a revolu-
tion.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: 1 support the
amendment. This is a new principle which
was not embhodied in last year's Bill. The
employees of a club are in the same posi-
tivn as a domestic employed in the home.
Union officials should have no right to come
into my home without my permission.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The object
of Mr. Hamersle¥'s amendment is to remove
¢lubs trom the operations of (he Bill.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: And quite right,
too.

The CHIEY SECRETARY: A ruling
has been piven that under the existing legis-
lation, only clubs that have been incorpor-
ated are subject to the Aet. There is no
sovnd reason why any club not registered as
%« rompany, should not be compelled to pay
its employees a fair wage or observe rea-
sonable industrial conditions. Unless the
provision in the Bill be agreed to, clubs
can eancel (heir registration and they will
be no longer subject to the Arbitration Act.

Hon. & TLoverin: Doe: not the Licensing
Aet operate against that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A eciub is
similar to an hotel and hofels come under
the provisions of the Arhitration Act. The
emplovees of a club, therefore, are entitled
te rerognition under the Arbitrafion laws.

1665

It is pot right that club cioployees should
kave to work any hours dictated by their
emplovers, nor that they should reeceive any
wages the employerz chocse to give them.
That is the position af present. Mr. Ham-
ersley has not supplied any reasons why
there should be any diserimination between
these employees.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We discussed
this question extensively last year when the
Bill was before us. While ¢lubs are brought
in at an earlier stage of the Bill this time,
there is also provision made in Clanse 66.
T agree with the amendment. No argument
has been advanced to justify us in depart-
ing from our decision of last year to delete
from the Bill all ¢lauses relating to elubs.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I hope members
will not expect the Bill to be exactly similar
to that which was before us last session,
What is the¢re in connection with clubs that
will not bear investigation and which hon.
members want fo hide? If there is no such
reason, why do they objeet to the inelusion
of eluks?

Hon. J. Nicholson: The position is quite
different.

Hen. W, H, RITSON: It is not different
at all,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Sappose we have a
political elub and Labour representatives
have the right to go there day or might as
they think fit?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The hon. member
Lknows that he is not stating the position
fairly.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That conld happen.

Hon, W. H, KITSON: If the Bill be-
vomes law, a unpion representative will
merely have the right to interview members.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But a elub is a man’s
home!

Hon, W. H. KITSON: That does not
alter the position in ary way whatever.
Wherever a worker is employed, those em-
ploying him should be subject to the same
conditions as any other employer. There is
no difference between a worker employed
in a club and another employed in a ware-
house. In recent years disclosures have

. been made regarding conditions nnder which

some of these club employees have to work,
and it is only right that those employees
should be able fo go to the Arbitrafion
Court, and that their union seeretary should
be permitted to interview them and inspect
their time books, ete.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: There is a
great distinction between employees in a
club and other employees, If the club em-
ployees were to be brought under the Act,
it would mean an entire alterafion in their
conditions of employment. At preseat, in
addition to their wages, they are shown
great consideration in the ferms and con-
ditions of their employment. There may
be at Fremantle some clubs that work their
employees long hours, but I bave no per-
sonzl knowledge of that. Residential mem-
bers of clubs do not want to be brought
under the conditions to which residents at
hotels in Perth were recently sabjected.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The club to whieh
I belong has a large membership roll.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Karrakatta Clab.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The goose club.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I know that the em-
ployees in my club have not asked to be
brought under the Act. Generally speak-
ing, I should say that clubs ought not to be
brought under the Act.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I can quite realise
that, ipn the light of recent experiences in
Perth, the exemption of clobs from the pro-
visions of the Arbitration Aet has been
found to be a weak link in the line of attack.
As a result of the recent strike, people in
hotels and those who take their meals at
restaurants were left without meals. For-
tunately, that did not apply to clubs. Many
men make the club their home, and if the
club employees had been members of a union
under the Arbitration Aect, those resident
members would have been deprived of their
homes during the recent strike. The Bill is
much the same as the one we had last year,
and I see no reason to alter any vote I gave
on the previoms oceasion. I do not mind
voting this time without discussion, for
there has been but one change in the per-
sonnel of the House since last year’s Bill
was under consideration. But there has
been a change in industrial circles, a change
suggesting that we onghi to go further this
time than we weni last time; for now no-
body seems to be prepared to abide by an
order of the Arbitration Court, I wonld
abolish the Arbitration Court.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must confine himself to the question before
the Chair.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes, it is the ex-
clusion of club employvees. I will vote for
that exelnsion.

{COUNCIL.)

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following resulé:—

Ayes .- .. 14
Noes Ve .. o T
Majority for 7
AYES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hou, J. Nleholson
Hon., A, Burvill Hon. G. Potter
Hen, J. Duffell Hen, A, J. H, Saw
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon, J. J. Holmes Hon, H. Stewart
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. J. M, Mactarlane Hon. E. Rose
{Tetler.}

Nozus,

Hon. [I. R. Brown I Hon, J, W. Hicker

Hoa. J. Caornell Hopn. W. H. Kitgon
Hon. J. M, Drew Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon, E. H. Harrls (Teller.)
Parr
AYE. No.
Hon. J. Ewlog Hon, T. Maoore

Amendment thus passed,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of paragraph (h) of Sub-

clange (4), the following be added:—*'but
80 as not to limit the right of an employer to
employ or dismiss whom he pleases.’’
Unless we get some such words as these in
the clanse, it will be left open to the Arbi-
tration Court to prescribe that the last man
on shall be the first man off.

Hon, W. H. EITSON: I see no reason
why this should not be left to the eourt.
The hon. member knows that certain pro-
cedure is customary in respect to the dis-
missal of employees. Jn any event, surely
if we are prepared to leave the settlement
of genera! condifions, including wages, to
the court, we should also leave the court
to decide whether there shall be any con-
ditions of this kind laid down in the award.
It is quite conceivable that in some indus-
tries conditions prevail that require regu-
lation of this kind, and if the evidence is
sufficient to convinee the eourt, no one could
complain of its being inserted in an award.
A provision similar to paragraph (h) ap-
pears in the Commonwealth Aect, and it has
vperated satisfactorily.

Mon. A. LOVEKIN:

The answer
to Mr. Kitson is that the unions are
inserting in their domestic rules the
condition of Jlast man on first man

off, hat when they go to the Arbi-
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Lration Court, the eouri cannot make an
award embodying that econdition. If the
words of the amendment are not inserted,
the courd in future will be able to insert in
ap award the condition that the employer
shall put off the last man before taking on
another. That would be unsatisfaciory for
any industry. Mr. Kitson asks why we should
not leave it to the court. Thai was what we
asked when he urged that the Bill should
provide for a basic wage. Yet in this in-
stanee be asks that the matter be left lo
the eourt.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Evidently
the amendwent will give the employer the
right to employ or dismiss whom he pleases
and this will be not an ordinary right but s
statutory right. Section 107 of the Aet makes
victimisation an offence punishable by law.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is another matter.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Buat this
amendment will over-ride that seetion, and
will be a direct invitation to an wunseru-
pulous employer to vietimise not only one
or two men but a whole body of men. He
could dismiss men for giving evidence in an
arbitration case. Then if action were taken
under Section 107 on the ground of vietim-
isation the employer eould eseape under Mr.
Lovekin’s amendment. Would sach an
amendment be fair to men who aecept ar-
bitration? If it were put into operation,
it wonld mean an end of arbitration, and
we would be going back prior to the days
of 1912, when there was no provision for
the punishment of vietimisation.

Hon. T. NICHOLSON: It is doubtful
whether the amendment would accomplish
what Mr. Lovekin intends. The interpre-
tation seetion of the Aect contains a long
definition of industrial matters, but the
question of dismissal and employment is
surely a matter for a court other than the
Arbitration Court. If I wrongfully dis-
missed a man, he would have a remedy
azainst me for wrongful dismissal in a pro-
per court.

Hon. A, Lovekin: That is quite a different
thing.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (e) of
the definition in the Act refers to the dis-
missal of or refusal to employ any person
or class of persons,

Hon. A. Tovekin: That covers victimisa-
tion, but this is a totally different thing.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (h)
would give the power to award preferential
employment. Last yvear it was delefed.
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Hon. A. Lovekin: Delete it again, and 1
shall be satisfied.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I take it I shall
be gble to move for the deletion of para-
graph (h) after Mr, Lovekin's amendment
bas been disposed of.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes,

Hon. J. CORNELL: It has been sug-
gested that as the personnel of this Cham-
ber bas not changed much since last year,
we should come to grips on this question.
Last year Mr. Lovekin moved an amend-
ment somewhat similar to the one now be-
fore us, and it was negatived. Then Mr.
Nicholson moved an amendment to delete
parazraph (h) and the amendment was car-
ried.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The crux of the
clanse is that the eourt is to have power to
award preference to industrial unions. I
have always opposed preference to any one,
and I intend to adopt the same attitude now.
I shall oppose Mr. Lovekin’s amendment
and also the paragraph.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON : I move an amend-
ment—

/ That paragraph (h) of Subclause (4) be
struck out.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 13
Noes .- . . 7
Majority against 6
AYES.
Hop. J, Duffell Hon, E. Raose
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane Hon. H. 1. Yelland
Hon. J. Nicholson Hon. A. Burvill
Hon. G. Potter {Telier.)
NoEs.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon., J. W. Hickey
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. J. R. Brawn
Hon. E. H. Harrls (Teller.)
Palr.
Avs No

Hon. J, Ewlirg Hon. T. Moore
Amendment thus passed.

Progress reported.

Sitiing suspended from 6.15 o 7.30 p.m.



1668

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J, J. HOLMES (North) [7.33]: I
moved the adjournment of the debate in
order that I might look into this Bill. A
point on which I always desire to be clear,
and on whicl I think the House always de-
sires to be clear, is that no injustice will be
done by the clesing of any street, road, or
thoroughfare. The present position, as I
understand it, is that before any thorough-
fare in a municipality ean be closed, special
anthority must be obtained by Aecl of Par-
liament. In connection with such measures
I have always inquired whether the loeal
aunthority had been consulted and whether
they approved of the proposed closing. This
Bill provides that wuniecipalities shall have
power to close any road at any time without
reference to Parliament. That is a drastic
change. Further, it is said that the roads
are vested 1n ithe municipalities; and the
Bill proposes that any lands dealt with under
it shall be vested in the municipalitics, How-
ever, whilst the roads arec vested in the
municipalities, they are so vested for a
specific purpose, namely the carriage of
traffic. The Bill provides that whenever a
street or way has been closed in accordance
with if, sueh strcel or way shall be deemed
land vested in the manicipal conneil, and
may be leased subject to the provisions of
the measure. ‘Lherefore, the Bill proposes
that we shall give municipalities not only
power to close any roads they please, bui
also power to lease such roads. I should like
to hear from members representing thickly
popuiated parts of the State with regard to
these proposals, which concern them more
than the econcern me. A week ago, in refer-
ring to the diffieulty of legislating for the
North, [ explained that anyone outside a
radius of seven miles from a municipality
can earry o gun in defiance of anybody and
everybody. 1 also stated that all the col-
oured men of Broome are armed with guns,
and that the nearest municipality is Car-
parven, o {honsand wiles away. This gues-
tion of municipalities does not concern my
province, but 1 wonld like to hear something
on the subject from metropolitan members.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: The closing wouid be
merely temporary.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But the land be-
comes vested in the municipality.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. J. Yelland: It is deemed to be
vested.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1t it is deemed tc
be vested, it is vested. 1 do not think the
House should consent to delegate to muni-
cipalities the power of Parliament in respec
of the closing of roads.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East—in reply}
[7.38]: I have not had the opportunity of
conferring with the parties concerned re-
garding the objection which has been raised
but I am given to understand thai the ides
underlying {he subelavse in question is thal
when land is temporarily vested in a muni-
cipality, the municipality shall bave the op.
portunity of dealing with it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: T wish to make ar
explanation. 1 take it that Mr. Yelland is
now replying. 1f he eompletes his reply
that will clese the debate on the Bill.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may
point out to Mr. Nicholson that he will have
an opportunity of discussing the maiter ir
Committee, The Bill contains only twc
clzauses, and the object of the Bill is praecti-
catly embodied in Clanse 2. Perhaps the
hon. member could reserve what he has (¢
say until the Commitiee stage. In the mean.
time, he is out of order in speaking.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I intended to refe
this matter to the City Couneil authorities
but I omiited to do so.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I regre
that 1 cannot allow the hon. member to pro
ceed.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The intention of
the subeclanse is merely to give power to the
municipality, while the land is temperarily
vested in it, to deal with that land as thougl
it had been acquired by the municipalit;
under a seetion of the principal Aet. Th
land does not actually become the propert:
of the municipality. For that it would
necessary to have a special Aet vesting thi
land in the municipality in perpetuity.

Hon. J. M, Macfarlane: How ecan it b
suzgested that (he closing is temporary whe
puwer is given to lease?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The other part
of the Bili deal with that aspeet. The mat
ter can ensily be cexplained in Committee
and T am prepared to let the vote be {ake.
now.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 742 p.m.



